notes AND QUERIES. 

_ f . his very able and interesting article on “ Naval 
C acl^ts' 4ryou/uecembcr number, has some remarks which seem to me 

.misleading. « -r-i e examination is undoubtedly of a high 
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-As a matter of fact, mat fjurl desC ribed as intended for boys of 

that the examination wou with Mr. Arnold-Former that the 

fourteen years of age. • f “ . b of fourteen, and I should 

standard required is above t ia ■ -jj o-et in fairly easily with good 
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m-inv as the vacancies to be filled. As they are given by influence, the 
chance's are that each batch of candidates contains an average number 
clever and stupid boys, and the boy who just scrapes in, being in the midc 

of the list will be iust about an average boy. 

This, however, is not a very important point. The following sentence on 

the same page seems to me to involve a much graver error . 

“As a general rule, it will probably be found advisable to send a o> 
for a time to one of those schools, of which several are to be found in t le 
south of England, where the naval examination is specially prepared tor, an 
where teachers can be found who can show a boy not only how to arrive a 
correct mathematical results, but to reach them by the particular metho s 
approved of by those who will subsequently have to be pleased.” 

Now, in the first place, what are these mysterious methods approved o 
by the examiners for naval cadetships and revealed to the mathematica 
masters of naval cramming establishments, but hidden from the distm 
guished mathematicians who are sure to be found not only in the & rea 
public schools, but in almost any secondary school of importance ? I aiv | 
not a mathematician, but if 1 were a high wrangler and a mathematic, 
master in some good school — if some parent came to me and said, “ I want 
my boy to get into the Britannia : I am afraid you will not teach him t ie 
First Book of Euclid and Algebra up to simple equations according to t ie 
methods approved of by the examiners, and therefore I shall send him to 
Mr. So-and so’s Naval Academy” — well, I hope I should keep my temper* 
Surely the methods approved of “ by those who have to be pleased ” al e 
the best methods, and the best methods are common property of the be^t 
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mathematicians and the best schonk c 

examiners reject the methods of ‘ Hill * jL a " y . Set ° f examiners - If the 
they are simply unfit Sr thetr work ^ * A ' gebra ’” f ° r instan «. 

about special schMls^nd' 1 ^^! ttto^Tfor ^ ^ ^ "* hear 

beSusTlhee and Algebra is^lgebmT^yTn^L^ 

because the examiner changes. The raison d'etre of “crammers” if they 

have one, is that the subjects required in the examination to be crammed for 
are; not taught, or not taught up to the adequate standard, in the ordinary 
c as scs o sc oo s. Thus I daresay if a boy wants to pass into the Indian 
Civil Service, it may be well to remove him for the last year or two from most 
schools, because he will require tuition different from that given in the 
regular classes. The standard required in many subjects — French, for 
instance, and history is higher than that which the sixth form aims at, 
as a rule. The same may be true to a much smaller extent of Woolwich and 
Sandhurst. But it is not true of the Britannia. The examination for the 
most part is on the regular school subjects— Latin, French, Mathematics, 
and English Composition and Dictation— and the standard is that of an 
ordinary fourth or fifth form. It is true that the Scripture, Geography, 
and History are on a different footing ; in the last two at least private 
tuition will be required, but the amount required is very small, and any 
respectable school would be able to provide the tuition needed for a small 
extra fee. 

It is only a drawback, though an inevitable one, to the naval profession, 
that its members should be educated apart from the rest of the world from 
their fifteenth year. Why should we make this worse by isolating them 
from their thirteenth year? 

Mr. Arnold- Forster will probably appeal to ‘‘results,” and tell me that 
Mr. So-and-So has passed so many candidates. To all these appeals, and 
I hear them very frequently, I can only answer, Do you know how many he 
has failed to pass? 

I had the advantage of hearing Miss Emily Lord’s suggestive paper on 
Kindergarten training at a meeting of the Westminster and Belgravia 
branch ^of the Pare,Us> Union on February 7, As the 
children whose school education must soon begin, I was greatly > n,erest * d . 

The sympathy with child-nature shown by the Kindergarten system is 
„„ . S 4 widely appreciated by jjjjU $ 

I have frequently heard mothers ° f £”4 they 'have to 
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